College Admission Tests

PSAT – Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test- The PSAT is a “practice” test used to predict a student’s performance on the SAT; it’s also used to determine National Merit Scholarship semifinalists. The PSAT is given in October, primarily to juniors.

SAT I – Scholastic Achievement Test- The SAT I is a college entrance examination that students take during their junior and/or senior year. Scores on this test help colleges and scholarship programs compare your academic ability with other students. Students taking this test will receive scores in Math, Writing and Critical Reading. The SAT I usually takes approximately three hours to complete. 

SAT II Subject Tests- The SAT II Subject tests are one-hour tests that measure a student’s knowledge and skills in particular subject areas. These tests are required by some of the more competitive colleges.

ACT- American College Test- The ACT is designed to assess high school students’ general educational development and their ability to complete college level work. The test covers four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning. 

Required College Admissions Tests

Community Colleges       none required*

 		                    Independent and              ACT or SAT I
                                              Private Colleges

			       Most State                        ACT or SAT II
                                              Universities 
		                 
			       Many Demanding            ACT or SAT I, and 
                                              Public and Private            3 SAT II Exams
                                              Universities

*Administer free placement tests for math and English classes


How to sign up and prepare for the SAT or ACT
The SAT I and SAT II are offered in October, November, December, January, March, May and June. The ACT is offered in October, December, February, April, and June. Students can pick up study guides and registration packets in the Guidance office or can register on line at www.ets.org (for the SAT) and www.act.org (for the ACT). Students should register a couple of months before they plan to take each test since registration deadlines are four to five weeks prior to each test. To register students must know their high school’s CEEB/code number, which is available in their guidance office. Students with documented disabilities may be eligible for special accommodations. Students will receive their scores three to eight weeks after the test.



