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Choosing the Right College For You

There may be several schools that could be right for you but how do you decide which one fits you the best?  When comparing schools, ask yourself the following questions to establish your own unique criteria to find the best fit for YOU.

· Do I want to attend a college, university or technical school?

· Do I want to stay local, be in a large city or small town?

· Are you looking for a 2 year, 4 year school, or looking to transfer?

· Do you wish to attend a single sex or coed school?

· Does the school offer the major or career path I am seeking?

· Do I want to live on campus or commute?

· Would I be interested in joining a fraternity or sorority? 

· What are the class sizes? Student/teacher ratio?

· What are the admission criteria? Do I need SAT scores, a certain GPA? Essays?
· Are interviews required?

· Are there certain prerequisites to get into specific programs/majors (such as Health or Engineering fields)

· What sports, clubs, social, and extracurricular activities could I participate in?
· What support services are available? Tutors? Writing Center? Math Center?

· Are you considering a public or private institution?

· Are the professors accessible? Do they post office hours?

· What is the cost of tuition, room and board?

Your junior year is the best time to start visiting colleges. Call the admissions office and explain you are interested in a college visit. Most schools schedule “open houses” and “visitation days”.
HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR COLLEGE VISIT
· Before visiting, research the college by visiting their web site, look over their catalog

· What is the atmosphere like, Preppy? Artistic? Social? Competitive?

· Are their job opportunities on campus? Off campus?

· Is the campus safe? Do they provide an escort service?

· What is there to do on the weekends? Do they offer entertainment on campus?
· What are the dorms like? Are they single sex or coed?
· What are the dining facilities like? Do they have an off campus meal plan?

· Visit the student union, speak with students on campus to see what they think of the school.
· Eat in one of the student cafeterias.

· What is the library like, what are the hours of operation?

· What are the health facilities like, is their an infirmary on campus?

· Do they offer winter session, summer session courses?

· What are the computer facilities like? Are the dorms wired for computer access?

· What is the student body like? Where do most students come from? Is the campus ethnically diverse?

· How may students go on to graduate school? Work?

· Do they offer career placement assistance? Do they have career fairs?

· Are you interested in sports? Greek life? Student government? Band?

· Bring an unofficial transcript with you. You can make an appointment with the financial aid office or scholarship office to inquire what kinds of financial assistance or scholarship opportunities are available.

If you visit a school during the summer months, it is a good idea to revisit when school is in session to get a better feel for the campus during “full swing”.
